picion, that such a state of matters would have been found after death. In such cases, we shall find a ready explanation of the phenomena in pseudo-morbid changes.
During the course of a series of experiments on pseudo-morbid ramollissement or softening, as occurring in the brains of the lower animals, we had occasion to draw up a table showing the different parts of the brain which were successively affected with pseudomorbid softening, and, upon comparing this table with others which were drawn up after a similar manner from the works of Abercrombie, Andral, Louis, Bright, &c., some striking similarities were noticed with regard to the parts which were first found softened from disease and from pseudo-morbid change.
This similarity at once suggested the idea, that, in consequence of this source of fallacy, some mistakes may have occurred; more especially with the authors in this country, as here the same facilities for the examination of dead bodies does not exist, and often a much longer time is allowed to elapse between death and dissection.-f-Tt shall be our object to point out the circumstances connected with this source of fallacy, so that it may in future be guarded against.
We use the term pseudo-morbid in the consideration of this subject, not only as it has been employed by the most recent writers on these phenomena, but because it includes the many appearances, (unconnected It is best seen in the medullary substance, while the diffused almost always occur in the cortical.
The spotted redness is by far the most frequent pseudo-morbid appearance ; and it is remarkable that it is also a much surer indication of inflammatory action. It is to be seen in those who die of course, the blood was allowed to gravitate to the head, there was such an enormous quantity of blood in every minute vessel of the external parts and bones themselves, that it was impossible to keep it from rapidly passing over and colouring the brain. This gave rise to very fallacious appearances, which, however, were easily proved to be so by taking a clean knife, and making a new slice of the brain, when its was seen of its natural colour ; but very soon became red, from the causcs formerly mentioned. f It is of consequence also to remember, that many slight inflammatory softenings are rendered much more so by pseudo-morbid causes, and more especially in young persons, when the texture of the brain has less consistence than those more advanced in age.
